Kent Choices Lesson Plan – Part 2: Personal statements and applying
	Materials Needed:
· KentChoices Part 2: Personal statements and applying PowerPoint Slides 
· Access to computers
· KentChoices Teacher Guide: Personal Statements
· KentChoices Teacher Guide: Making an application
	Student will require:
· Their KentChoices log in details 

	Lesson aims: 
· To enable students to confidently navigate the KentChoices website
· To develop students’ understanding of how to write an effective personal statement
· To support students in completing and submitting their post-16 applications through KentChoices

	Lesson Time: 1 Hour



	Teaching Content
	Content Details
	Timings

	Starter – KentChoices Can you find activity?
	Refresh students’ knowledge of navigating around the KentChoices website.
Student to complete the ‘Can you find?’ activity, encouraging exploration of the KentChoices site, a time limit/goal could be set. 
	5 Minutes 

	Personal statement
introduction
	Part 1: 
Show students the personal statement introduction video (3:03 minutes). The video covers: What is a personal statement, what personal statements are used for, what to include and how to get started. 
Part 2: 
Brainstorm ideas of what can be included in a personal statement – include ideas specific to your school offer e.g. Duke of Edinburgh, extra circular clubs, volunteering opportunities.
	10 Minutes 

	Personal statement task 
	Students to be given 20 minutes to write their personal statements, use the examples, sentences starters and skills word bank to help. 

Top tips: KentChoices doesn’t automatically save progress, students may prefer to write their personal statement in a Microsoft/Google document first. 
Personal statements must be general, as they will be sent to all applications. There is an opportunity to add tailored comments later in the application form.

Refer to the ‘KentChoices teacher guide: Personal statements for support and tips.
Microsoft Word Writing Frame is also available. 
	20 Minutes

	Forgotten Username/Passwords:
If students have forgotten their usernames and password from their previous session, providing they registered an email address, or set up the ‘alternative log in’ feature, they can reset these themselves. 
If students haven’t registered an email address, please contact the member of staff at your school with KentChoices admin access. 

	How to make an application
	Show students the application guidance video (5:02 minutes). 
	5 Minutes

	Submitting applications 
	Students to be given 15 minutes to submit applications. Information completed in their profile will automatically carry over into each application. 

Top tip: Advise students to make multiple applications with varying entry requirements 
If students are applying to an EKC College, they will need to book their applicant day as part of their application. 

Refer to the ‘KentChoices teacher guide: Making applications’ for support and tips.
	15 Minutes 

	If students are unsure of what they would like to apply for, return to lesson 1 starter activity, and discuss where they would like to be in 5 years time. 
Using The National Careers website, they can browse job profiles or complete the skills quiz to help them with ideas - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/ 
Career Pilot also have a buzz quiz you can direct students to - Careerpilot : Get information : Buzz Quiz

	Timeline and review of next steps
	Recap with students the timeline of Year 11. Remind students to complete any unfinished applications, book and attend interviews, accept their offers. 
	5 Minutes 


 
